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Dear Sirs,
The International Federation of Journalists, the world’s largest journalists’ organization representing over 450,000 journalists world wide, recently conducted a report into the unsolved case of Miro Petek a Slovenian investigative journalist, who was brutally beaten in February 2001 following a series of reports on corruption by local business men. 

The mission was organized in response to an appeal by the Slovenian Journalists Association to examine the lack of progress in the police investigation, and the implications of a failed investigation on press freedom in Slovenia. Please find the report attached.

The mission found considerable evidence that the investigation is hampered by pressure on the authorities from local interests preventing the police from completing their enquiry. Despite resistance from the authorities there is a clear necessity for an independent team of investigators from another part of the country involving specially trained prosecutors in organised crime to take over the case.

Unless these measures are taken confidence in the ability of the Slovenian political institutions to respond to attacks on press freedom and its democracy will be severely damaged.

An unsolved case will not only effect the confidence of Slovenian journalists to report the truth, but will also impact on the police, the judiciary and the local authorities to conduct their operations in a professional and independent manner. 

While we recognize that Slovenia has made good progress in establishing its democracy we are very concerned about the implications of this case for the sustainability of that democracy.  

For this reason we ask the European institutions to raise the Miro Petek case with Slovenian officials and to encourage them to take the measures necessary to bring those responsible to justice. 

With Kind Regards

AIDAN WHITE

General Secretary

International Press Centre, Résidence Palace, Block C

Rue de la Loi, 155, B-1040 Brussels, Belgium
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